330   WIVES  OF   HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
wind blew blusterously, and the hail and winter
sleet drove " continually in her Grace's face " ; but
she would hear of no delay in her journey forward,
" so desirous was her Grace of reaching the King's
presence." At Canterbury the citizens received her
with a great torchlight procession and peals of
guns. " In her chamber were forty or fifty gentle-
women waiting to receive her in velvet bonnets;
all of which she took very joyously, and was so
glad to see the King's subjects resorting to her
so lovingly, that she forgot all the foul weather
and was very merry at supper/11
And so, with an evident determination to make
the best of everything, Anne rode onward, accom-
panied by an ever-growing cavalcade of sumptuously
bedizened folk, through Sittingbourne, and so to
Rochester, where she was   lodged at the bishop's
palace, and passed New Year's Day 1540.   News
daily reached the  King  of his bride's approach,
whilst he remained consumed with impatience at
Greenwich,    At each successive stage of her journey
forward   supple  courtiers   had  written  to  Henry
glowing accounts of the beauty and elegance of
the   bride.     Fitzwilliam   from   Calais   had   been
especially emphatic, and the King's curiosity was
piqued to see the paragon he was to marry.     At
length, when he knew that Anne was on the way
from Sittingbourne to Rochester, and would arrive
there on New Year's Eve, he told Cromwell that
he himself, with an escort of eight gentlemen clad
in grey, would ride to Rochester incognito to get
early sight of his bride, " whom he sorely desired
1 Tbe Bake of Suffolk to Cromwell.    (Calendar Henry VIII.t vol. 14).